May 22, 1889. 


THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 


Cans' t thou Me * »a in a waste of the Lord's goods 
to thee intrusted ? Then foil on thy knees in 
sackcloth and ashes, if need be and implore God 
to remove the desire even and he will do so, if you 
ask belie singly, not wavering, not doubting. Im- 
plicit child-like faith accomplishes much with 
prayer in Jesus name for what we ought to have. 
Again we look *t our heavily burdened tables, la- 
den with the rich gifts of the earth, and unthank- 
ful hearts partaking there of. O 1 how can we for- 
get the giver? As we think of the giver of the 
labor oftentimes even on Sundays to prepare some 
we ask ourselves, 'Did we keep God's day holy by 
rest, or gain of spiritual strength ?' And we often 
think we haw sinned, we have sinned and done 
this evil in thy sight, O God. 

Let us consider our ways and return. Return, 
for oar God will abundantly pardon. He will 
heal our backslidings. He will love us freely, 
'Behold we come unto thee ; for thou art the Lord 
our God.' Jeremiah 3 : 22, 

Now let there be a returning to God in these 
things. Dear readers, these are no idle tales, but 
truths uttered by confirmation, and we warn you 
and entreat you to leave such things where they 
belong. If ther belong to the world, and you do 
not, go not after them. If you are engaged in any 
I pray you, leave them and come to God and he 
will receive you and claim you as his own. 

H. P. Bbinkworth. 


Thouichts on the International 8. S. Lesson, May 26. 
Hark xhr: 43-54. 


JESUS BETRAYED. 

The Scene. — It is past midnight. Jesus has in- 
stituted tbat ordinance which shall be observed as 
a memorial ol him. He has become very sorrow* 
fill, and has done that which is bo full of instruc- 
tion for us. Has prayed earnestly to his Father 
and ours for strength and support. He has re- 
ceived, what we may all receive, such strength as 
is required for the occasion. As Paul puts it, he 
has found 'With the temptation a way of escape 
that he may be able to bear it.' The human nature 

1 of Jesus has longed for human sympathy and pray- 
er. He has asked His friend"* to pray with him. 
They have promised, very probably, to do so but 
alas I Like all human help they have failed Him 
when he most needed their prayers and it is his 
personal going to God which has given Him the 
strength. Have we ever found it so? Have our 
friends promised to help us in our affliction and 
we have found that God alone was our strengl h ? 
Have we all not gone through times when only the 
stiong arm of Jehovah could hold ue up? "We 
ftro not any better off or any worse oft in this 
than Jesus. Bight here, as a man, He ton nil that 
God could strengthen htm for this most terrible 
trial. Will we not rely entirely upon our Father 
when we have the bitter cup to swallow ? Let us 
ask Him for help for Jesus' sake and He is bound 
by tbe promise of Jesus to help us. 

But oh, let ue try to avoid doing as did the dis- 
ciples. Let ns 'Watch and pray for we know not 
when the time is.' This was the very first step in 
their backsliding and it will be the first step in our 
backsliding. When we forget to watch and pray 
even for one little hour we may well be alarmed 
for onr safety. There is the greatest danger for us. 
Tbe solemn hush of the night is broken by 
trampling feet. Lights gleam here and there, new 
voices are heard and while Jesus is speaking to 
his sleepy disciples and telling them by his serene 
countenance and quiet words that God has com 
forted and strengthened him a motley crowd 
bursts on the sight. Here are members of tbe 
Sanhedrim with deeply fringed garment and broad 
phylacteries. Here are Roman soldiers with their 
weapons of war, and shame to tell, here is one 

I of the twelve who has bargained with the Sanhe- 
drim for the blood of Jesus. With the salutation of 
respect and love the traitor goes up to the Master 
who knows at the time the villainy in his heart. 
The crowd guided by this signal lay violent hands 
upon their unresisting victim and bind htm closely. 
Can you imagine the fact aud form of Jesus at 
this moment? Calm, dignified and perfectly com- 
posed he moves not a muscle to resist. He feels 
himself outraged. Has he not been openly in the! 


temple teaching ? Has he not there pot to silence 
thetr most skilful questions? Why did they 
not then take him ? Why must he be taken in 
the dead of night by an armed band as though he 
were a thief? All this passed through his great 
heart and all this helped to make the cup more 
bitter. Nothing does he do, however, that can be 
in the least considered as resistance. He bound 
and led away. 

Judas. — SJndaa was a thief.' He loved money. 
It was his weakness. To gain this and per- 
haps to satisfy his revenge, he sold his 
Lord, and we all say miserable fellow and so per- 
hapes he was—at least his end was miserable. 
Would yon have done any better had you been in 
Judas' place? Had you been actuated by tbe 
same motives as he would you have done different- 
ly? Don't let ns pass judgment on Judas and not 
'take heed lest we fall.' Have any of us ever be- 
trayed our Lord ? Just stop one moment and 
think. Reader, can you hold up your hands to 
God and say, 'Lord I have never betrayed yon in 
word, deed, or thought?' Can yon do this and 
realize that God knowBthe variest secret of your 
hearts? Have you ever had a trouble with your 
neighbor about anything? Have you let the lit- 
tle things of life— 'The cares of this world' make 
you for an instant betray Jesus? If you have 
then be very kind to Judas and think more of 
your own betrayal of him whom you believe to be' 
divine. You know Judas had no idea of the 
divinity of Jesus. Let us leave JudaB to God and 
think of ourselves lest we by onr actions betray 
Jesus afresh. 

The /teswtfarro,— Peter, the impttlsiye, and so 
lately the sleepy one, does the most natural thing 
ii. the world — he defends his Lord. Is it not 
natural ! To talk back when assailed is the most 
natural thing in the world. Do we not do it every 
day? Some one sajs something unkind about us 
and we reply with a remark in kind : 'We are not 
going to lie, steal and let anybody trpmp on us.' 
Have you ever said this ? Have you not done 
just what Peter did, hit some one in the ear when 
they attacked you or jour dear ones? 'In this is 
the children ol God made manifest' that they can 
keep quiet and still when persecuted that 'they 
revile not again.' I tell you reader, there is more 
in this doctrine of non-resistance than merely re- 
fusing to go to war. Did Jesus mean what he 
said when he told his disciples to give both gar- 
ments when one was taken away? Does the life 
of Jesus teach us to resist evil when done to us ? 
Did he ever say hard things about the erring? 
What about that poor prostitute whom they were 
going to stone to death? Let us shape our lives 
by the life of Jesus. The best road to sanctifica- 
tion is by 'Reflecting, as in a mirror,' the image of 
Jesus and in this life of Jesus you will find that 
absolute non-resistance to personal evil to one of 
the fundamental principles 'Be ye wise an a serpent' 
(to keep out of trouble perhaps) 'But harmless as 
a dove' when in trouble. " 

The young man — The young man is only men- 
tioned by Mark. Some suppose it was himself 
but absolutely nothing is known beyond what is 
stated in the lesson^ It shows, however, that the 
crowd which came for Jesus was a disorderly mob 
as it attacked a young man Who was only follow- 
ing in the crowd. It was not even an orderly 
body of men such as would properly be sent to 
arrest a criminal. It shows that a spirit of law- 
lessness characterized the whole proceeding against 
our Lord. 

Jesus Forsaken. — 'They all forsook him and fled.' 
'Peter followed afar off* and sat with tbe servants. 
We say poor Peter and poor disciples. But what 
would you have done? Charles Readehas written 
a thrilling story with this very suggestive title, — 
'Put yourself in his place.' So it comes to you 
now. Put yourself in his place. Would you not 
have done the same thing ? Have you not done 
the same thing ? Have you not 'Forsaken him ?' 
Have you not sat down with the servants when 
duty demanded ffiat you be at the Master's side 
even though that were tbe part of danger? Make 
this a personal matter with yourself. Don't think 
how Bio. A or Bro. C may have forsaken Jesus 
but has Bro. I done so ? As Nathan said to 


David 'Thou art the man' you have n» man to an- 
swer for except yourselves. When the issue was 
fairly pot between your Lord and your inclination 
have you followed inclination and not Jesus ? We 
often bear that it is a terrible thing to die. I fail 
to see it so. It is a terrible thing to live. The 
responsibilities are ho many and great and tbe 
temptations to forsake Jesus and flee are so many 
that one must always watch and pray for we know 
not when the time is that temptations ma) come. 
Just two days before Jeans had urged tbe nec- 
essity of watchfulness and prayer and within the 
hoar almost he had asked them to pray but they 
had neglected to do so and fell. Right here is a 
great lesson for us. 

In '76 I was at tbe . Centennial exhibition on 
'Pennsylvania day' when them were over two 
hundred thousand people on the grounds. Quite 
a number of us were together when we started 
but soon we all became scattered and separated 
except a sister and myself who kept together by 
holding to one another. Had we let g'> for a very 
short time we two would have been separated. 
So with us. If we want to keep with Jesus wo 
must hold on to him all the time. Let us lay hold 
of him by the strong arm of prayer and consecrat- 
ed service and then we will be so much less liable 
to forsake him and sit with servants. 

R. 


Dayton, O., may 12, 1889. 

Our subject to-day was, Missionary Work. The 
text was, 'If any man hath not the Spirit of Christ 
he is none of his.' Rom. 8 : 9. The scriptures 
show clearly that Christ had a missionary spirit. 
He did net only send out others as missionaries 
and leave upon record the statement, 'Go ye into 
all the world and, preach the gospel to every 
creature,' but he was an active worker in the mis- 
sionary field himself. 

The conclusion drawn fr/>m the premises used 
in the course of the argument was, if any brother 
or sister does not have the missionary spirit, he 
does not have the Spirit of Christ. After service 
subscriptions to the amount of $7,60 were secured 
for the Missionary fund. Thank tho Lord. So 
much for a beginning. I do not tell this in a 
boasting wav, (God forbid) but I do tell it to 
stimulate those (il any) who may possibly not yet 
have brought this subject before their congre- 
gations. Tbe 6th < f June, the time set for the 
convention will soon be at hand. Let every con- 
gregation in the state be represented in dollars 
and cents. How is the time to do the work. Strike 
while the iron is hot. 

It is said, the Methodists average a new church 
eyery day in tbe year. Through tbe instrumen- 
tality of the Home Mission I know one church 
dedicated for the worship of God by tbe Brethren 
tbe past year. (E refer to the Zimmerman church.) 
How many churches can be dedicated tbe present 
year through the same instrumentalities? 

8, Kiehl. 


Two hundred years ago, August 16, 1889, 900 
Vaudoia Christians returned to the valley homes in 
Piedmont, Italy, from which they had been driven 
by the papal soldiers for supposed heresy. Nine 
years before, French and Italian papal soldiers, 
under the Savoy, bad been sent against them in 
the spirit of butchery, killing 3,000, imprisoning 
10,000, and distributing 3,000 of their children 
among Catholic families. In all this infernal 
work they had the blessing of him who as Pope, 
declared himself to be God's vicegerent on earth. 
Tbe returning yOO fought for thirty days against 
10,000 trained soldiers in an effort to reach their 
homes, and finally regaining them they fortified 
themselves in their defense. During the winter 
following 25.000 soldiers were sent by the Pope 
against them, but not until they had been worsted 
in eighteen distinct battles would they withdraw. 
The Vaudois were left in possession of their homes, 
with a loss in their defense of nearly 30 men. 
They are now overrunning the plains snd valleys 
of Italy, Bible in hand, preaching as ever the sim- 
ple story of the cross and salvation through Jesus 
alone Gavazzi, who lately died, was of their 
number — Ex. 


